IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of claim in 
the present application. 
Listing of Claims 

1. (currently amended) An integrated storage management system in 
which access computers each having an each-auxiliary storage are coupled to each 
other via a network, said system comprising: 

a plurality of access computers; and 

an integrated storage management server^ 
wh e r e in said i nt e grat e d storage man a gem e nt s e rv e r has po li cy i nformat i on 
which i nd ic at e s a wr i t e po li cy that a us e r who us e s an acc e ss comput e r as a wr i t e 
dest i nation r e quir e s for an acc e ss comput e r as a writo source when said acc e ss 
comput e r as th e wr i t e source writ e s a fi le in sa i d aux ili ary storag e manag e d by 
anoth e r acc e ss comput e r, 

wh e r e in sa i d acc e ss comput e r as th e wr i t e sourc e d e s i gn a t e s fi le i nformat i on 
and i nqu i r e s an acc e ss comput e r to be writt e n of sa i d i nt e grat e d storage 
manag e m e nt, 

wherein an said-access computer as the write source sends an inquiry about 
an access computer as a write destination to be written to the integrated server, said 
the-inquirv including file information of a file to be written by the access computer as 
a write source, 

wherein said integrated storage management serve r , bas e d on sa i d po li cy 
i nformation, r e turns selects a candidate of said access computers as the write 
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destination to be written and returns said candidate of said access computers to said 
access computer as the write source, and 

wherein said access computer as the write source selects , when writing the 
file from the access computer as the write source, an access computer to be used 
wh e n mak i ng fi le writing from th e acc e ss comput e r as the write destination to be 
written which has been returned as the candidate, and mak e fi le wr i t i ng writes a file 
to the access computer as the write destination thus selected as the write 
destination^ 

wherein said integrated storage management server has policy information 
which defines a write policy that is used when said access computers comput e r are 
used as an access computer as a write destination, and 

wherein said integrated storage management server uses said policy 
information and said file information in order to select said candidate of said access 
computers as the write destination to be written. 

2. (previously presented) An integrated storage management system 
as claimed in claim 1, wherein said access computer as the write source selects a 
candidate of the access computer that has been received from said integrated 
storage management server, and reports information on the selected access 
computer as the write destination to be written to said integrated storage 
management server, and 
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wherein the access computer as the write destination which has been written 
by said access computer as the write source reports the fact that a write procedure 
has been initiated to said integrated storage management server. 

3. (currently amended) An integrated storage management system as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein said integrated storage management server retains 
location information of a file, 

wherein said access computer as a delete source which deletes a file in said 
auxiliary storage managed by another access computer designates location 
information of a file and inquires an access computer as a delete destination which 
has the deleted file of said integrated storage management server, 

wherein said integrated storage management server, based on said policy 
information and said location information of a file, returns a candidate of said access 
computer as the delete destination which has the deleted file to said access 
computer as the delete source, and 

wherein said access computer as the delete source selects an access computer 
to be used when making fi le deleting a file from the access computer as the delete 
destination which has been returned as the candidate, and mak e fi le de le t i ng deletes 
a file to the access computer thus selected as the delete destination. 

4. (currently amended) An integrated storage management system as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein said access computer as the write source retains 
location information of a file, 
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wherein said access computer as the write source, based on said location 
information of a file, selects an access computer to be used when making fi le 
deleting a file from the access computer as a delete destination which has been 
returned as the candidate, and m a k e fi le d ele t i ng deletes a file to the access 
computer thus selected as the delete destination in case that said access computer 
as the write source deletes a file in said auxiliary storage managed by another 
access computer. 

5. (currently amended) An integrated storage management system as 
claimed in claim 1, wherein, said policy information managed by said integrated 
storage management server has definitions of a type of computer for indicating 
whether said access computer is always connected to said integrated management 
system or not , total available space of the auxiliary storage which is offered to other 
access computers , i nformat i on on an acc e ssibil i ty stat e , available time zone for 
indicating accessible time for other access computers , and priority for s ele cting of 
selection of an access computer as a write destination for indicating a degree when 
said access computer is selected by other access computers as a write source , for 
respective access computers. 

6. (currently amended) An integrated storage management system as 
claimed in claim 1, further comprising proxy access computers as a plurality of said 
access computers; 
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wherein said integrated storage management server, when receiving an inquiry 
from said access computer as the write source, designates and returns a proxy 
access computer as a candidate for a write destination in addition to said access 
computer to be written to said access computer as the write source, and 

wherein said access computer as the write source can, in addition to mak i ng 
direct file writing a file to said access computer to be written, mak e fi le wr i ting write a 
file to said access computer to be written via said proxy access computer. 

7. (previously presented) An integrated storage management system 
as claimed in claim 1, comprising a plurality of said integrated storage management 
servers, 

wherein, when said access computer as the write or delete source inquires an 
access computer to be written or deleted of a first integrated storage management 
server and if no access computer that corresponds to an access computer managed 
by said first integrated storage management server exists, said first integrated 
storage management server transfers such inquiry to a second integrated storage 
management server, and 

wherein if an access computer that corresponds to an access computer 
managed by said second integrated storage management server exists, said second 
integrated storage management server returns a candidate for said access computer 
to be written or deleted back to said access computer. 
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8. (previously presented) An integrated storage management system 
as claimed in claim 3, wherein location information of a file stored in said auxiliary 
storage includes information about an integrated storage management server to 
which an inquiry will be transferred. 

9. (currently amended) A storage management control method of an 
integrated storage management system in which computers having each auxiliary 
storage are coupled to each other via a network, 

said integrated storage management system comprising: 

a plurality of access computers; and 

an integrated storage management server; 

wherein said integrated storage management server has policy information 
which i ndicat e s defines a write policy that is used when said access computers 
Gomp^ief-are used as an access computer as a write destination a user who us e s an 
acc e ss comput e r as a write d e st i nation r e quir e s for an a cc e ss comput e r as a wr i t e 
sourc e wh e n sa i d acc e ss comput e r as th e writ e sourc e writ e a fi l e i n sa i d aux i l i ary 
storag e manag e d by anoth e r acc e ss comput e r , 

said method comprising: 

a st e p in which said acc e ss compute r as th e writ e sourc e d e s i gnat e s f ile 
i nformation a nd inqu i r e s an acc e ss computer as th e wr i t e d e stinat i on to b e wr i tt e n of 
sa i d i nt e grat e d storag e man a g e m e nt s e rv e r, 

a step in which said access computer as the write source sends an inquiry 
about an access computer as a write destination to be written to the integrated 
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server, said the-inquirv including file information of a file to be written bv the access 
computer as a write source, 

a step in which said integrated storage management server selects a 
candidate of said access computers as a write destination to be written to bv said 
access computer as the write source by using said policy information and said file 
information, 

a step in which said integrated storage management serve r, bas e d on said 
po li cy i nformation, returns a said candidate of said access computers as a write 
destination to be written to said access computer as the write source, and 

a step in which said access computer as the write source selects , when writing 
the file from the access computer as the write source, an access computer to be 
used wh e n mak i ng fi le wr i ting from th e acc e ss comput e r as the write destination to 
be written which has been returned as the candidate, and mak e fil e wr i t i ng writes a 
file to the access computer as the write destination thus selected as the write 
destination. 

10. (previously presented) A storage management control method of 
an integrated storage management system as claimed in claim 9, further comprising: 

a step in which said access computer as the write source selects a candidate 
of the access computer that has been received from said integrated storage 
management server, and reports information on the selected access computer as 
the write destination to be written to said integrated storage management server, and 
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a step in which the access computer as the write destination which has been 
written by said access computer as the write source reports the fact that a write 
procedure has been initiated to said integrated storage management server. 

1 1 . (currently amended) A storage management control method of an 
integrated storage management server system as claimed in claim 9, wherein said 
integrated storage management server retains location information of a file, further 
comprising: 

a step in which said access computer as a delete source which deletes a file 
in said auxiliary storage managed by another access computer designates location 
information of a file and inquires an access computer as a delete destination which 
has the deleted file of said integrated storage management server, 

a step in which said integrated storage management server, based on said 
policy information and said location information of a file, returns a candidate of said 
access computer as the delete destination which has the deleted file to said access 
computer as the delete source, and 

a step in which said access computer as the delete source selects an access 
computer to be used when making file deleting a file from the access computer as 
the delete destination which has been returned as the candidate, and mak e fi le 
d el eting deletes a file to the access computer thus selected as the delete destination. 
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12. (currently amended) A storage management control method of an 
integrated storage management system as claimed in claim 9, wherein said access 
computer as the write source retains location information of a file further comprising: 

a step in which said access computer as the write source, based on said 
location information of a file, selects an access computer to be used when mak i ng 
file deleting a file from the access computer as a delete destination which has been 
returned as the candidate, and mako fi lo doloting deletes a file to the access 
computer thus selected as the delete destination in case that said access computer 
as the write source deletes a file in said auxiliary storage managed by another 
access computer. 

13. (currently amended) A storage management control method of an 
integrated storage management system as claimed in claim 9, wherein, said policy 
information managed by said integrated storage management server has definitions 
of a type of computer for indicating whether said access computer is always 
connected to said integrated management system or not , total available space of the 
auxiliary storage which is offered to other access computers . 

i nformation on an acc e ssibi li ty stat e, available time zone for indicating accessible 
time for other access computers , and priority for sel e ct i ng of selection of an access 
computer as a write destination for indicating a degree when said access computer 
is selected by other access computers as a write source , for respective access 
computers. 
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14. (currently amended) A storage management control method of an 
integrated storage management system as claimed in claim 9, wherein said 
integrated storage management system further comprises proxy access computers 
as a plurality of said access computers; 

af*4-wherein said integrated storage management server, when receiving an 
inquiry from said access computer as the write source, designates and returns a 
proxy access computer as a candidate for a write destination in addition to said 
access computer to be written to said access computer as the write source, and 

wherein said access computer as the write source can, in addition to mak i ng 
direct file writing a file to said access computer to be written, mak e fi le wr i t i ng write a 
file to said access computer to be written via said proxy access computer. 

15. (previously presented) A storage management control method of 
an integrated storage management system as claimed in claim 9, wherein said 
system comprises a plurality of said integrated storage management servers; 

wherein, when said access computer as the write or delete source inquires an 
access computer to be written or deleted of a first integrated storage management 
and if no access computer that corresponds to an access computer managed by 
said first integrated storage management exists, said first integrated storage 
management transfers such inquiry to a second integrated storage management 
server, and 

wherein if an access computer that corresponds to an access computer 
managed by said second integrated storage management server exists, said second 
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integrated storage management server returns a candidate for said access computer 
to be written or deleted back to said access computer. 

16. (previously presented) A storage management control method of 
an integrated storage management system as claimed in claim 9, wherein location 
information of a file stored in said auxiliary storage includes information about an 
integrated storage management server to which an inquiry will be transferred. 

17. (previously presented) An integrated storage management system 
as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said access computer as the delete source selects a 
candidate of the access computer that has been received from said integrated 
storage management server, and reports information on the selected access 
computers as a delete destination to be deleted to said storage integrated 
management server, and 

wherein the access computer as the delete destination which has been 
deleted by said access computer as the delete source reports the fact that a delete 
procedure has been completed to said integrated storage management server. 

18. (previously presented) An integrated storage management system 
as claimed in claim 3, wherein the access computer as the write or delete destination 
which has been written or deleted by said access computer as the write or delete 
source reports the fact that a write or delete procedure has been completed to said 
integrated storage management server, and 

wherein said integrated storage management server updates said location 
information of a file based on the report which is received from said access computer 
as the write or delete source. 
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19. (previously presented) A storage management control method of 
an integrated storage management system as claimed in claim 9, further comprising: 

a step in which said access computer as the delete source selects a 
candidate of the access computer that has been received from said integrated 
storage management server, and reports information on the selected access 
computers as a delete destination to be deleted to said integrated storage 
management server, and 

a step in which the access computer as the delete destination which has been 
deleted by said access computer as the delete source reports the fact that a delete 
procedure has been completed to said integrated storage management. 

20. (previously presented) A storage management control method of 
an integrated storage management system as claimed in claim 11, further 
comprising: 

a step in which the access computer as the write or delete destination which 
has been written or deleted by said access computer as the write or delete source 
reports the fact that a write or delete procedure has been completed to said 
integrated storage management server, and 

a step in which said integrated storage management server updates said 
location information of a file based on the report which is received from said access 
computer as the write or delete source. 
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